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SOME PICTURESQUE EFFECTS. 



Br Virginia Shortrid&e. 



A SOFA without arms can be well 
placed between a bookcase and 
writing desk. The desk is placed 
at right angles with the sofa, with a rug, 
pinned firmly at the two corners with 




Sofa between Bookcase and Wkiting Desk. 

strong pins, over the back and top of the 
desk, to cover the unfinished wood. A 
sofa without arms can also be well placed 
in the centre of a room, with two arm- 
chairs at the two ends and backing up 
to the sofa, also a small table with a 
growing plant upon it placed between 
the chairs. Plenty of cushions on the 
divan side, and an attractive book and 
some photographs on the table between 
the armchairs complete the scheme. 



MANY a cheerless and gloomy parlor 
is made to breathe something of 
the air of comfort by introducing 
a dainty little tea table with its spotless 
linen cloth, thin cups and saucers, shining 
kettle, and quaint dish for cookies. It 
really seems to salute the somewhat 
weary caller by saying " Come take a 
cup of tea." Since we are all human and 
must eat, let us do it in as dainty a way 
as possible. This world is not such a bad 
place after all. 




A Cosby Cobheb. 

WHEN it is expedient to close an 
unsightly door, leading into a 
closet, which often happens in a 
narrow house, where the drawing-room is 
the second story front bedroom, a very 
charming corner is made by taking off 
the door, and filling the empty place 
with shelves, the ones nearest the floor a 



wider distance apart, the others about 
the distance to hold an ordinary book — 
running the shelves quite up to the top 
of the frame work. Tack a screen or por- 
tion of deep red canton flannel in the 
closet just behind the shelves to form a 
background thereto, so that if any books 
prove wider than the shelves, they may 
push it a trifle and yet make no difference 
in the room. The edges of the shelves 
should be painted to correspond with the 
woodwork in the room. Then as the lower 
shelf with the magazines does not present 
quite so tidy an appearance, roll a large 
old-fashioned lounge across the doorway 
turned out quite a little from the bookcase. 
Put in the corner a small table with a plant, 
and hang an etching or two over the books, 
on the edge of the shelves. Pile cushions 
about on lounge, and cover lounge with a 
Tarkish rug, in old colors, to tone in 
color with the bookbindings. 



A DAINTY and fresh looking room can 
be made by purchasing old-fashion- 
ed dimity, with a white ground and 
pretty flower pattern of reds and greens, 
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COBNEB WITH Tea TABLE. 



which also possess the good quality of 
standing any number of washings. Put 
a valance half a yard deep around old- 
fashioned bedstead ; a canopy made of 
pine wood, shaped like a half moon, for 
the top ; tacking this on a pole which is 
fastened to back of bed with two strong 
screws, cover the under part of top plain, 
before fastening on pole, finishing the 
edge with a box pleating about an inch 
and a half wide. Sew two widths of 
material together, and tack down under 
mattress to cover back support, then 
drape curtains of one width each on sides. 
A dressing table or "duchesse" made in 
the same way with similar top, only, of 
course, about a third the size, fastened to 
a plain pine table ; a mantel board whose 
top is painted white — tack on a ruffle half 
a yard deep, with heading ; slip covers 
made with ruffles for the chairs and a 
carpet of soft greys with a little red to 
tone well; windows curtained with same, 
two widths to each window, and not 
lined ; and short sash curtains of tambord 
muslin. A growing plant here and there 
and you have a very poetic bed room for 
this matter-of-fact nineteenth century. 
The dimity can be purchased for thirty- 
five cents a yard. Any amount can be 
used from twenty-five to thirty-five yards 



according to the fulness and widths of 
ruffles and the size of windows. 



BOOKCASES lining a room, can be 
made less monotonous and very 
attractive by separating them with 
a seat every now and then. At the back 
of the seat, on the wall, may be tacked a 
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Bookcase separated with Seat. 

piece of embroidery or a small rug. 
Around the seat, if not an ornamental 
one, but just made of plain pine boards, 
a short curtain or a valance may be hung 
of the same material as the covering of 
the cushion on the seat. 



THE drawing-room is now the excuse 
for the invention of many a fancy 
trifle, unheard and undreamed of a 
few years back. No other apartment in 
the house has sueh a various and mis- 
cellaneous amount of furnishing material 
at its disposal. The unrestricted license 
accorded the designer in catering for the 
furnishings of this particular interior has 
been favorable to much novelty and in- 
genuity in the creation and production of 
forms suited to the needs of this inport- 
ant centre of social and friendly enter- 
tainment. Among the many graceful 
accessories indispensable to the completely 
furnished drawing-room is a fancy writ- 
ing table. The everyday writer of corres- 
pondence associated with the claims of 




Skat between Doob and Fireplace. 

friendship and etiquette has rendered it 
of primary importance. The opportunity 
thus afforded for the exercise of fanciful 
ingenuity has resulted in the appearance 
of this particular piece of cabinet work 
under various aspects, the Davenport 
being the most popular. Of light, nicely 
proportioned writing tables there are num- 
erous designs at present in the market. 



